gear ZOne T H E

BIG TEST

nikon AF-S 20mm f/1.8G ED

Zeiss Milvus 18mm f/2.8 ZF.2

£650/$800

£2000/$2300

SURPRISINGLY SMALL AND LIGHT FOR A 20MM LENS

A WONDERFULLY CRAFTED PREMIUM LENS

The two Nikon lenses on test are
the lightest of the bunch, at 355g
each. This lens is about the same
size as the Samyang 20mm, but
feels a little less robust, although
it adds a rubber weather-seal
ring on the mounting plate. The
Nikon also adds ring-type
ultrasonic autofocus, whereas
the Samyang is manual focus
only. The Nikon is therefore a
better option if you prefer to
rely on autofocus.
However, despite the focus
distance scales, the rotational
travel of both Nikon lenses is
small, making accurate manual
focusing tricky. Like the Nikon
24mm lens, it features two ED
and two aspherical elements,
and Nano Crystal Coating.

Performance
At f/1.8, vignetting is the
worst of any lens in the group,
and corner sharpness is quite
disappointing. However, you
only need to stop down to
f/2.8 to get decent peripheral
illumination, while f/4 improves
sharpness across the frame.
The Sigma 20mm lens offers
better image quality and a faster
aperture, but the Nikon lens
is much more compact.
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Sharpness (Higher is better)

The full metal build of the Zeiss
extends to a ﬂock-lined metal
2500
hood. The lens is fully weather2000
sealed, beautifully ﬁnished and
1500
handles superbly well. It is
limited to manual focus, but the
1000
long-travel focus ring operates
500
with a ﬂuid feel and is a joy to
0
use. The Nikon-ﬁt edition of the
f/1.4-1.8 f/2.8
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lens features an aperture ring,
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complete with a de-click facility
A bit soft wide-open, especially in corners, for seamless aperture control
but sharpens up at mid-range apertures.
when shooting movies.
Like the metal-bodied Irix
Edge fringing (Lower is better)
15mm Blackstone, the Zeiss
f/2.8 1.75
f/8 2.38 f/16 2.46 has a ﬂared front section and
a relatively heavy build. Unlike
There’s more colour fringing towards the
the Irix, however, the Zeiss has a
corners than with any other lens on test.
rubber-coated focus ring, which
improves grip in cold weather.
Distortion (Nearer 0 is better)
Other wide primes in the Milvus
range include 15mm, 21mm and
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classic Zeiss Distagon design.
Barrel distortion is low for such a wide lens,
and it beats the Nikon 24mm.

Verdict
Features
Build/handling
Performance
Value for money

OVERALL
Worth considering if you want autofocus
and a compact, lightweight lens.

Performance
Sharpness and contrast are
stellar throughout the entire
aperture range, and overall
image quality is simply
spectacular. The only caveat is
that vignetting is very heavy
when shooting wide-open,
despite the modest aperture
rating of f/2.8.
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Corner-to-corner sharpness is incredible,
even when shooting wide-open at f/2.8.

Edge fringing (Lower is better)
f/2.8 1.05

f/8 1.33

f/16 1.33

As with the Irix and Sigma lenses on test,
colour fringing is practically non-existent.

Distortion (Nearer 0 is better)
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Extremely little barrel distortion, which is
remarkable for such a short focal length.

Verdict
Features
Build/handling
Performance
Value for money

OVERALL
Massively expensive, but build quality,
handling and image quality are sublime.
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